The Parish of
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
OUR LADY
& ST LAURENCE
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THE PARISH OF ST JOHN BAPTIST,
OUR LADY & ST LAURENCE, THAXTED

THE INSTITUTION
by
THE RIGHT REVEREND THE LORD BISHOP OF CHELMSFORD
and
THE INDUCTION
by
THE VENERABLE THE ARCHDEACON OF COLCHESTER
of
THE REVEREND PETER CHARLES EDWARD ELERS, M.A.
as VICAR
on the feast of the Birthday of OUR LADY
- Saturday 8 September 1973
during HIGH MASS at 12 noon



Stand

ORDER OF SERVICE

When the Bishop’s Procession reaches the west door, the bells cease.
One of the Churchwardens greets the Bishop:

My Lord Bishop, we welcome you to your church of St John Baptist,
our Lady and St Laurence, Thaxted.

The Bishop replies:

Peace be with you. We have come to give Institution to the Care of
the People of GOD in this parish to our well-beloved in Christ, Peter
Charles Edward Elers, Clerk, Master of Arts. The Declarations have
already been made and the Oaths taken.

The procession then enters the church as the INTROIT hymn is sung.

CHRIST is made the sure Foundation,

And the precious Comner-stone,
Who, the two walls underlying,

Bound in each, binds both in one,
Holy Sion’s help for ever,

And her confidence alone.

All that dedicated City
Dearly loved by GOD on high,
In exultant jubilation
Pours perpetual melody:
GOD the One, and GOD the Trinal,
Singing everlastingly.

To this temple, where we call thee,
Come, O Lord of Hosts, to-day;
With thy wonted loving-kindness
Hear thy people as they pray;
And thy fullest benediction
Shed within its walls for ay.

Here vouchsafe to all thy servants

What they supplicate to gain;
Here to have and hold for ever

Those good things their prayers obtain
And hereafter in thy glory

With thy blessed ones to reign.

Laud and honour to the Father;

Laud and honour to the Son;
Laud and honour to the Spirit;

Ever Three and ever One:
Consubstantial, co-eternal,

While unending ages run. Amen

Tune Westminster Abbey - Henry Purcell
KYRIE from 3-part Mass - William Byrd

Bishop: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.

Sit
Stand

Sit

COLLECT
Regard, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, the prayers of us thy
servants: grant that we, who celebrate the birth of the Mother
of GOD, may be aided by her prayers and delivered by thee
from whatever perils or dangers may beset us: through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, ever one GOD, world without end. Amen. (Sarum)

LESSON Song of Songs 2.10-17

GRADUAL HYMN
COME down, O Love divine,
Seek thou this soul of mine,
And visit it with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
Within my heart appear,
And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn,
Till earthly passions turn
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
And let thy glorious light
Shine ever on my sight,
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

Let holy charity
Mine outward vesture be,
And lowliness become mine inner clothing;
True lowliness of heart,
Which takes the humbler part,
And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

And so the yearning strong,
With which the soul will long,
Shall far outpass the power of human telling;
For none can guess its grace,
Till he become the place
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.

Tune Down Ampney - Vaughan Williams
GOSPEL St Luke, 1.26-38
SERMON by the Lord Bishop of Chelmsford

THE REDEDICATION OF FATHER PETER AND PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

The parishioners and members of the congregation of
Thaxted stand: the clergy and guests remain seated.

The Bishop, sitting in his place, with the new Incumbent standing before
him, says:

Father Peter, as priest of this parish, it will be your responsibility to exercise
true leadership among the members of this church, caring for them, teaching
them, learning from them, and with them approaching GOD in prayer and
sacrament with a living faith. Will you do this?

Incumbent-designate: I will, with GOD’s help.

Bishop: Churchwardens, church councillors, and all members of the Church
in this parish, it will be your responsibility loyally to follow in the way of
Christ with your priest, to pray for him, to join each Sunday, as far as you
are able, in worship with him, to receive Holy Communion regularly and






